CHRISTMAS TRILOGY - BEHOLD HE COMES
DECK THE HALLS
A lot of the people in our wider group come from a tradition that does not hold
Christmas. Their reasons for doing this are many and valid but I want to look at
the wealth of wonder the Bible gives us in this story. I feel we have thrown the
baby out with the baby water in the rigidity of our rejection,
To the rest of Christendom, Christmas is the highlight of the church year and the
term comes from the celebration of Christ – mass, a “mass” to celebrate the birth
of Christ, the Saviour of the earth who gave up His life that all may live. It was
designed to celebrate the birth of the most selfless person ever to live.
So how did the celebration of this amazingly simple man who owned but one set
of clothes and no possessions become an excuse for gluttony and selfishness?
In my lifetime, a relatively short time in the history of Christianity, the emphasis
has changed from the concept of giving gifts as the Wise Men did to commemorate
the birth, to one of getting them, from salvation to salivation, from sanctity to
satiety.
Today, they put up the red and green decorations the day after Halloween; they, fill
my world with the noise of songs about reindeers that fly and people flock to offer
their kids, like a sacrifice to Moloch, to an obese, Type 2 Diabetic alcoholic old
man whose has no clothes-sense in what he wears in a tropical climate.
It is a time of enormous stress with the highest rate of domestic violence and
suicide in the year, never-ending songs at the supermarket, family fights, too much
food, overblown credit cards, parties, ungrateful kids and hangovers.
Then, there was the process of disillusionment and the sense of betrayal when kids
realised that Santa simply could not carry all that stuff in his sleigh and get it
delivered in time, so it must be your parents. They had lied to us. The trust we had
in them and the concept of a gift without strings is gone, until we find Christ.
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They have even changed the greeting from “Happy Christmas” to “Happy
Holiday” to appease those vocal twits who worship other gods but still keep a
festival that is supposed to celebrate Christ.
Hello.
I get so stressed as I spend money I don’t have for people I don’t really like on
things they don’t want.

GREAT JOY TOO
But it is also a season of great joy, which can bring out the absolute best in people.
The sacrifices people make in order to be able to give charitably, to others,
especially the needy, in the form of gifts and food and time, especially time,
communing with friends, the wonderful songs both traditional carols and “the other
ones” and family gatherings where people travel great distances to be with each
other. For us, it was summers and swimming and sun and time out. It is a
wonderful time, especially for kids.

PAGAN INFLUENCES
Our people have objected to the incursion of Pagan customs like the Christmas
Tree, holly, mistletoe, yule log, Christmas lights, gift giving… no it was at
Saturnalia that started that, not the Wise Men, and of course the date. They have
perverted the wonderful picture of what Christ did for us.
Now, Christ has disappeared and the celebration is based on the pure fiction of
flying reindeers, a sleigh that isn’t engineered to hold a 40-plus BMI body, elves
and fairies, all thought up by Hollywood, the arch purveyor of deceit.
We know all this and so our group has avoided even opening those Nativity pages
of Scriptures, out of FEAR of contaminating ourselves with pagan stuff. We have
thrown the baby out with the bathwater.

TREASURES FROM GOD
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However, the season is based. well once was based on Scripture… and His birth is
part of Scripture so we should not ignore it and it is a big and vitally important part
of God’s plan for us.
I want to explore the wonderful treasure trove of love, hope, wonder, miracles,
planning, and reassurance that is hidden in this area of God’s word that we have
neglected.
Originally, I planned a single session but realised that there were just too many
treasures to fit in, so I divided it. Then split it into three natural parts which have
so much to tell us.
Today’s part is God’s preparation for Jesus to come to earth. This began before the
beginning of time, was set in place before the Fall and was essential so our Saviour
could die for the world. If He hadn’t been born, He couldn’t have died and we
would be lost in our sin.
The second part looks at the simple folk whom God called and led to Himself.
Simple folk with simple faith. Shepherds. A young village lass. A carpenter.
Their story shows just how “man” Jesus was and how God loves and uses simple
folk.
The third section is the story of the Wise Men who were learned and educated who
were able to find the Saviour through their intellect and more complex faith as they
discovered the clues God had hidden in His Creation. . Complex, intelligent,
wealthy people. They could read God’s code and signs and show us He was the
Messiah and all the mystic layers than entailed.
Gods uses all sorts of people, giving them different talents to show His glory and
wonder and power.
Nowhere else in Scripture are the attributes of God so concentrated. At the Exodus
we saw His power but at “Christmas” we see His power and His love.

SOURCES
The story of the birth of Christ is told only in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke
and this is done for a reason.
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MATTHEW
Mathew is the Gospel written to the Jews with and his emphasis is on the
fulfilment of prophesy from the old Scriptures. He was a scholar and sees the story
from a totally masculine point of view. In Judaism, only men count. The
description of Joseph and the Magi, Herod and soldiers, all men, is only found in
Matthew. He makes no mention of simple, worldly things, or women and only
what happened in Jerusalem, the place of the Temple and Palace. Mary is
mentioned, but only as Joseph’s wife. In Matthew, the story is about Joseph. It is
a masculine, legal and cold
It is written as a legal testimony and substantiates Jesus’ claims to be Messiah and
Son of God. It reveals the aspect of Jesus where He embodies Law and
righteousness, order and fairness. It shows Him as our heavenly King and he
provides the genealogy of Joseph, the adoptive father, to substantiate the link with
King David and confirms Jesus’ major claims to be Messiah.

LUKE
Luke, on the other hand, was an educated Greek and the only Gentile Christian
writer of the New Testament. We learn in Colossians 4:14 that he is a physician
Col 4:14 Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas, greet you.
He refers many times to sicknesses and diagnoses. His book contains intimate
details which only a doctor would know or be interested in.
Luke takes us into the lives of the people, often women, and tells the story while in
the background showing the role of prophesies. He tells intimate details about the
events that no man is likely to know without actually speaking to the woman in
question. His story is straightforward, simple, almost feminine.
Tradition has it that Luke actually interviewed many people when he compiled his
book, including Mary and her story is told in great detail, telling things that only
she could know, things that no man could know without actually speaking to the
woman in question.
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He would have been fascinated by the concept of a virgin birth, especially that of a
boy.
Luke shows us the aspect of Jesus as a man. He was born. He lived. Jesus was
deeply and intimately involved in the things all people have to struggle with
including illness, infirmities, mental illness, adulation, good friends, family life,
learning, being the subject of gossip, persecution, hunger, thirst, betrayal by those
He loved.
We know the Messiah had to be a man and yet God too. Luke shows us the man.

PREPARATION
In our house, an Eph 5:22 edict was issued many years ago that we would do
Christmas
Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands, as to the Lord.
So in November each year I begin the usual preparation for The Silly Season.
There are cakes and puddings to be made and allowed six weeks to mellow,
presents to plan and then we end up giving everyone money, family negotiations
that rival the United Nations as to where we will meet, the endless pressure of food
preparation, decorations, cards and letters, and the impossible task of finding a
space in the carparks and the diary to fit in the myriad of friends who “have to do
Christmas”. Now they even do it in July too.. for heavens sake!!!
Like my puddings that have to be planned so far ahead, the advent of the Saviour
had to be planned well in advance and God set this all in place before the world
began.
Joh 8:58 Jesus said to them, Truly, truly, I say to you, Before Abraham
came into being, I AM!
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Indeed I think the world began in order for all this love to be able to be manifested.
Slowly, inexorably, history moved to this crucial point in time with God giving
clues all the way… if we but choose to look.

PROPHESIES
There are about 354 Prophesies in the Old Testament that we can now see refer to
Jesus. Obviously most of these were hidden from the people of that time but they
are obvious enough for them to have a fair idea of what was coming.
The Pharisees knew that Jesus fulfilled the conditions they were aware of. He,
himself, made this claim for Himself and this gave them the reason to put Him to
death, as had to happen. But then that was what it was all about.
Luke 24:44.
"...all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the Law of Moses, and
in the prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning me"
"For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of
me." John 5:46).
Thanks to be wonderful web and Rich Deem, I have listed these354 prophesies that
link to Jesus. You can relax. I am not going to read them all out but will highlight a
few and refer to others during our story.
Unfortunately many of them in this list do not have the Old Testament reference
but this is easily substantiated and most of them we know anyhow.

Prophecies of Jesus Christ as Messiah
by Rich Deem
Prophetic
Subject
Scripture

seed of a woman
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Fulfilled
But when the fullness of the time came, God sent
forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the
Law, (Galatians 4:4)

Prophetic
Subject
Scripture
descendant of
Abraham

Fulfilled
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son
of David, the son of Abraham. (Matthew 1:1)

the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of
descendant of Isaac Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor,
(Luke 3:34)
descendant of
Jacob

To Abraham was born Isaac; and to Isaac, Jacob;
and to Jacob, Judah and his brothers; (Matthew
1:2)

from the tribe of
Judah

the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son
of Ram, the son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the
son of Judah, (Luke 3:33)

And again Isaiah says, "THERE SHALL COME
THE ROOT OF JESSE, AND HE WHO ARISES
descendent of Jesse TO RULE OVER THE GENTILES, IN HIM
SHALL THE GENTILES HOPE." (Romans
15:12)
descendant of
David

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son
of David, the son of Abraham. (Matthew 1:1)

will shepherd His
people

"`And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, Are by no
means least among the leaders of Judah; For out of
you shall come forth a Ruler, Who will shepherd
My people Israel.'" (Matthew 2:6)

"He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
heir to the throne of Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the
David
throne of His father David; and He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever; and His kingdom will
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Prophetic
Subject
Scripture

Fulfilled
have no end." (Luke 1:32-33)

anointed and
eternal

But of the Son He says, "Thy throne, O God, is
forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the
scepter of His kingdom. Thou hast loved
righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore
God, Thy God, hath anointed Thee with the oil of
gladness above Thy companions." And, "Thou,
Lord, in the beginning didst lay the foundation of
the earth, and the heavens are the works of Thy
hands; They will perish, but Thou remainest; and
they all will become old as a garment, and as a
mantle Thou wilt roll them up; as a garment they
will also be changed. But Thou art the same, and
Thy years will not come to an end." (Hebrews 1:812)

And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the
city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and family of David, in order to register,
born in Bethlehem along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and
was with child.... And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid
Him in a manger, because there was no room for
them in the inn. (Luke 2:4-5, 7)

time for His birth
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Now it came about in those days that a decree went
out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken
of all the inhabited earth. This was the first census
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. (Luke
2:1-2)

Prophetic
Subject
Scripture
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Fulfilled

to be born of a
virgin

Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent
from God to a city in Galilee, called Nazareth, to a
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the descendants of David; and the virgin's name
was Mary.... And the angel said to her, "Do not be
afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.
And behold, you will conceive in your womb, and
bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus." (Luke
1:26-27, 30-31)

worshipped by
shepherds

And in the same region there were some shepherds
staying out in the fields, and keeping watch over
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord
suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them; and they were terribly
frightened. And the angel said to them, "Do not be
afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great
joy which shall be for all the people; for today in
the city of David there has been born for you a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord."... And it came
about when the angels had gone away from them
into heaven, that the shepherds began saying to one
another, "Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and
see this thing that has happened which the Lord
has made known to us." (Luke 2:8-15)

honored by great
kings

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in
the days of Herod the king, behold, magi from the
east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, "Where is He
who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw
His star in the east, and have come to worship
Him."... And they came into the house and saw the

Prophetic
Subject
Scripture

Fulfilled
Child with Mary His mother; and they fell down
and worshiped Him; and opening their treasures
they presented to Him gifts of gold and
frankincense and myrrh. (Matthew 2:1-11)
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slaughter of
children

Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by
the magi, he became very enraged, and sent and
slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem
and in all its environs, from two years old and
under, according to the time which he had
ascertained from the magi. Then that which was
spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled,
saying, "A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping
and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her
children; and she refused to be comforted, because
they were no more." (Matthew 2:16-18)

flight to Egypt

And he arose and took the Child and His mother
by night, and departed for Egypt; and was there
until the death of Herod, that what was spoken by
the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled,
saying, "Out of Egypt did I call My Son."
(Matthew 2:14-15)

the way prepared

And he came into all the district around the Jordan,
preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins; as it is written in the book of
the words of Isaiah the prophet, "The voice of one
crying in the wilderness, `Make ready the way of
the Lord, make His paths straight. `Every ravine
shall be filled up, and every mountain and hill shall
be brought low; and the crooked shall become

Prophetic
Subject
Scripture

Fulfilled
straight, and the rough roads smooth; and all flesh
shall see the salvation of God.'" (Luke 3:3-6)

preceded by a
forerunner

And when the messengers of John had left, He
began to speak to the multitudes about John,
"What did you go out into the wilderness to look
at? A reed shaken by the wind?... "This is the one
about whom it is written, `Behold, I send My
messenger before Your face, Who will prepare
Your way before You.'" (Luke 7:24, 27)

"For all the prophets and the Law prophesied until
preceded by Elijah John. And if you care to accept it, he himself is
Elijah, who was to come." (Matthew 11:13-14)

declared the Son of
God

Galilean ministry
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"He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the
throne of His father David;" (Luke 1:32)
and behold, a voice out of the heavens, saying,
"This is My beloved Son, in whom I am wellpleased." (Matthew 3:17)
and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in
Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of
Zebulun and Naphtali. This was to fulfill what was
spoken through Isaiah the prophet, saying, "The
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the
way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the
Gentiles-- "The people who were sitting in
darkness saw a great light, and to those who were
sitting in the land and shadow of death, upon them

Prophetic
Subject
Scripture

Fulfilled
a light dawned." (Matthew 4:13-16)

All these things Jesus spoke to the multitudes in
parables, and He did not speak to them without a
parable, so that what was spoken through the
speaks in parables
prophet might be fulfilled, saying, "I will open My
mouth in parables; I will utter things hidden since
the foundation of the world." (Matthew 13:34-35)
temple becomes a
house of
merchandise
instead of prayer

And He said to them, "It is written, `My house
shall be called a house of prayer'; but you are
making it a robbers' den." (Matthew 21:13)

zeal of Jews for the
His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal
temple instead of
for Thy house will consume me." (John 2:17)
God

a prophet

and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed
for you... "Moses said, `The Lord God shall raise
up for you a prophet like me from your brethren; to
Him you shall give heed in everything He says to
you.'" (Acts 3:20, 22)

And He answered and said to them, "Go and report
to John what you have seen and heard: the blind
receive sight, the lame walk, the lepers are
blind, deaf, and
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up,
lame are healed by the poor have the gospel preached to them." (Luke
the Messiah
7:22)
and said to Him, "Are You the Expected One, or
shall we look for someone else?" And Jesus
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Prophetic
Subject
Scripture

Fulfilled
answered and said to them, "Go and report to John
what you hear and see: the blind receive sight and
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf
hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have
the gospel preached to them. (Matthew 11:3-5)

Messiah will be
meek and mild

"Behold, My Servant whom I have chosen; My
Beloved in whom My soul is well-pleased; I will
put My Spirit upon Him, And He shall proclaim
justice to the Gentiles. He will not quarrel, nor cry
out; Nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets.
A battered reed He will not break off, And a
smoldering wick He will not put out, Until He
leads justice to victory." (Matthew 12:18-20)
"Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I
am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find
rest for your souls. Matthew 11:29)

will minister to
Gentiles

MAT 12:18 "Behold, My Servant whom I have
chosen; My Beloved in whom My soul is wellpleased; I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He
shall proclaim justice to the Gentiles... "And in His
name the Gentiles will hope." (Matthew 12:18-21)
A light of revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory
of Thy people Israel. " (Luke 2:32)

to bind up the
brokenhearted
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"He has sent Me to proclaim release to the
captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set
free those who are downtrodden, to proclaim the
favorable year of the Lord." (Luke 4:18-19)

Prophetic
Subject
Scripture

to intercede for the
people

gives rest to our
souls

Fulfilled
who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He
who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the
right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.
(Romans 8:34)
Hence, also, He is able to save forever those who
draw near to God through Him, since He always
lives to make intercession for them. (Hebrews
7:25)
"Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I
am gentle and humble in heart; and YOU SHALL
FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS. For My yoke is
easy, and My load is light." (Matthew 11:29-30)
He came to His own, and those who were His own
did not receive Him. (John 1:11)
But they cried out all together, saying, "Away with
this man, and release for us Barabbas!" (Luke
23:18)

rejected by His own He is the stone which was rejected by you, the
builders, but which became the very corner stone.
people, the Jews
(Acts 4:11)
For this is contained in Scripture: "Behold I lay in
Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, And
he who believes in Him shall not be disappointed."
This precious value, then, is for you who believe.
But for those who disbelieve, "The stone which the
builders rejected, This became the very corner
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Prophetic
Subject
Scripture

Fulfilled
stone," and, "A stone of stumbling and a rock of
offense"; for they stumble because they are
disobedient to the word, and to this doom they
were also appointed. (1 Peter 2:6-8)

priest after the
order of
Melchizedek

So also Christ did not glorify Himself so as to
become a high priest, but He who said to Him,
"Thou art My Son, Today I have begotten Thee";
just as He says also in another passage, "Thou art a
priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek." (Hebrews 5:5-6)

triumphal entry

And they brought the colt to Jesus and put their
garments on it; and He sat upon it.... And those
who went before, and those who followed after,
were crying out, "Hosanna! Blessed is He who
comes in the name of the Lord;"... And He entered
Jerusalem and came into the temple; and after
looking all around, He departed for Bethany with
the twelve, since it was already late. (Mark 11:7, 9,
11)

And Jesus entered the temple and cast out all those
who were buying and selling in the temple, and
entered the temple
overturned the tables of the moneychangers and
with authority
the seats of those who were selling doves.
(Matthew 21:12)

adored by infants
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But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the
wonderful things that He had done, and the
children who were crying out in the temple and
saying, "Hosanna to the Son of David," they
became indignant, and said to Him, "Do You hear

Prophetic
Subject
Scripture

Fulfilled
what these are saying?" And Jesus said to them,
"Yes; have you never read, `Out of the mouth of
infants and nursing babes Thou hast prepared
praise for Thyself?'" (Matthew 21:15-16)

not believed

But though He had performed so many signs
before them, yet they were not believing in Him;
that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be
fulfilled, which he spoke, "Lord, who has believed
our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord
been revealed?" (John 12:37-38)

Then Jesus said to them, "You will all fall away
sheep of the
because of Me this night, for it is written, `I will
Shepherd scattered strike down the shepherd, and the sheep of the
flock shall be scattered.'" (Matthew 26:31)
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He
anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor."
While He was still speaking, behold, a multitude
came, and the one called Judas, one of the twelve,
was preceding them; and he approached Jesus to
kiss Him. But Jesus said to him, "Judas, are you
betrayed by a close betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?" (Luke
friend
22:47-48)
And immediately he went to Jesus and said, "Hail,
Rabbi!" and kissed Him. And Jesus said to him,
"Friend, do what you have come for." Then they
came and laid hands on Jesus and seized Him.
(Matthew 26:49-50)
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Prophetic
Subject
Scripture

Fulfilled

Then one of the twelve, named Judas Iscariot, went
to the chief priests, and said, "What are you willing
betrayed for thirty
to give me to deliver Him up to you?" And they
pieces of silver
weighed out to him thirty pieces of silver.
(Matthew 26:14-15)
And the chief priests took the pieces of silver and
said, "It is not lawful to put them into the temple
betrayal money
treasury, since it is the price of blood." And they
used to buy Potter's
counseled together and with the money bought the
field
Potter's Field as a burial place for strangers.
(Matthew 27:6-7)

accused by false
witnesses

And some stood up and began to give false
testimony against Him, saying, "We heard Him
say, `I will destroy this temple made with hands,
and in three days I will build another made without
hands.'" (Mark 14:57-58)

silent to
accusations

And Pilate was questioning Him again, saying,
"Do You make no answer? See how many charges
they bring against You!" But Jesus made no further
answer; so that Pilate was amazed. (Mark 15:4-5)
Then they spat in His face and beat Him with their
fists; and others slapped Him, (Matthew 26:67)

spat on and struck
And they spat on Him, and took the reed and began
to beat Him on the head. (Matthew 27:30)
scourged

17

Then he released Barabbas for them; but after
having Jesus scourged, he delivered Him to be

Prophetic
Subject
Scripture

Fulfilled
crucified. (Matthew 27:26)

hated without
reason

"If I had not done among them the works which no
one else did, they would not have sin; but now they
have both seen and hated Me and My Father as
well. But they have done this in order that the word
may be fulfilled that is written in their Law, `They
hated Me without a cause.'" (John 15:24-25)

For while we were still helpless, at the right time
Christ died for the ungodly.... But God
vicarious sacrifice demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans
5:6, 8)
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crucified with
malefactors

And they crucified two robbers with Him, one on
His right and one on His left. [And the Scripture
was fulfilled which says, "And He was numbered
with transgressors."] (Mark 15:27-28)

pierced through
hands and feet

The other disciples therefore were saying to him,
"We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them,
"Unless I shall see in His hands the imprint of the
nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails,
and put my hand into His side, I will not
believe."... Then He said to Thomas, "Reach here
your finger, and see My hands; and reach here
your hand, and put it into My side; and be not
unbelieving, but believing." (John 20:25-27)

sneered and
mocked

And the people stood by, looking on. And even the
rulers were sneering at Him, saying, "He saved
others; let Him save Himself if this is the Christ of

Prophetic
Subject
Scripture

Fulfilled
God, His Chosen One." (Luke 23:35)

was reproached

For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is
written, "The reproaches of those who reproached
Thee fell upon Me." (Romans 15:3)

people shook their And those passing by were hurling abuse at Him,
heads
wagging their heads, (Matthew 27:39)
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given vinegar for
His thirst

After this, Jesus, knowing that all things had
already been accomplished, in order that the
Scripture might be fulfilled, said, "I am thirsty." A
jar full of sour wine was standing there; so they put
a sponge full of the sour wine upon a branch of
hyssop, and brought it up to His mouth. (John
19:28-29)

prayer for His
enemies

But Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for
they do not know what they are doing." And they
cast lots, dividing up His garments among
themselves. (Luke 23:34)

soldiers gambled
for His clothing

And when they had crucified Him, they divided up
His garments among themselves, casting lots; and
sitting down, they began to keep watch over Him
there. (Matthew 27:35-36)

forsaken by God

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a
loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?"
that is, "My God, My God, why hast Thou
forsaken Me?" (Matthew 27:46)

committed His

And Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said,
"Father, into Thy hands I commit My spirit." And

Prophetic
Subject
Scripture
Spirit to God

Fulfilled
having said this, He breathed His last. (Luke
23:46)

friends stood afar
off

And all His acquaintances and the women who
accompanied Him from Galilee, were standing at a
distance, seeing these things. (Luke 23:49)

no bones broken

The soldiers therefore came, and broke the legs of
the first man, and of the other man who was
crucified with Him; but coming to Jesus, when
they saw that He was already dead, they did not
break His legs;... For these things came to pass,
that the Scripture might be fulfilled, "Not a bone of
Him shall be broken." (John 19:32, 33, 36)

His side pierced

but one of the soldiers pierced His side with a
spear, and immediately there came out blood and
water. (John 19:34)

Darkness over the
Land

Now from the sixth hour darkness fell upon all the
land until the ninth hour. (Matthew 27:45)

And when it was evening, there came a rich man
from Arimathea, named Joseph, who himself had
also become a disciple of Jesus. This man went to
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate
ordered it to be given over to him. And Joseph
buried with the rich
took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth,
and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had
hewn out in the rock; and he rolled a large stone
against the entrance of the tomb and went away.
(Matthew 27:57-60)
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Prophetic
Subject
Scripture

to be resurrected

Fulfilled
And he said to them, "Do not be amazed; you are
looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who has been
crucified. He has risen; He is not here; behold, here
is the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His
disciples and Peter, `He is going before you into
Galilee; there you will see Him, just as He said to
you.'" (Mark 16:6-7)
And when He had said this, He breathed on them,
and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit." (John
20:22)

"but this is what was spoken of through the
sent the Holy Spirit prophet Joel: `And it shall be in the last days,' God
says, 'That I will pour forth of My Spirit upon all
mankind; and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams;'" (Acts
2:16-17)
for this is My blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.
(Matthew 26:28)

Establishes a new
covenant

And in the same way He took the cup after they
had eaten, saying, "This cup which is poured out
for you is the new covenant in My blood. (Luke
22:20)
But now He has obtained a more excellent
ministry, by as much as He is also the mediator of
a better covenant, which has been enacted on better
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Prophetic
Subject
Scripture

Fulfilled
promises... For this is the covenant that I will make
with the house of Israel After those days, says the
Lord: I will put My laws into their minds, And I
will write them upon their hearts. And I will be
their God, And they shall be My people. (Hebrews
8:6-10)
So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them,
He was received up into heaven, and sat down at
the right hand of God. (Mark 16:19)

His ascension to
God's right hand

and that He was buried, and that He was raised on
the third day according to the Scriptures, (1
Corinthians 15:4)
Therefore it says, "When He ascended on high, He
led captive a host of captives, And He gave gifts to
men." (Ephesians 4:8)

the Gentiles will
seek the Messiah

For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed
of this mystery, lest you be wise in your own
estimation, that a partial hardening has happened
to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come
in; (Romans 11:25)
"THE PEOPLE WHO WERE SITTING IN
DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND TO
THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND
AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM A
LIGHT DAWNED." (Matthew 4:16)

I have a sneaking suspicion that they may have missed tow to make it up to 356.
God likes symbolic numbers.
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Now the Jewish sages knew that the Messiah was to come and they knew that He
would be a king and rule the world. But they missed the Suffering Servant aspect
of His ministry which was necessary before He could be king.
So God made preparation for this monumental event before the beginning of time.
Jesus had agreed to make this sacrifice before the beginning of time.
Joh 17:24 Father, I desire that those whom You have given Me, that they
may be with Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You
have given Me, for You have loved Me before the foundation of the world.
So let’s start at the very beginning and read the story.

SET IN TIME
So let’s begin
Luke 1:5 During the time when Herod was king of Judea,
Immediately, the time in history that this all happened is established.

GOD’S TIME
Looking back, we can see that this incident was pivotal in the span of years allotted
to the earth as measured from God’s perspective. It was smack bang at the
midpoint of time. Using
2Pe 3:8 But, beloved, let not this one thing be hidden from you, that one
day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
as a clue given by God… um He actually tells them it is a secret for those who
choose to look.. “let not this be hidden from you”, so we can view the history of
the world as a 7000 year period. Forget what the evolutionists say about their
gazillions of years. Look at what God says.
Man has measured time in terms of years and season since the beginning of time.
Every society on earth does this to a greater or lesser level of sophistication. In
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scripture, there are clues based on the ages of the patriarchs and the leaders. So if
we look at the division of the time in the Bible story as if it were divided into seven
to correspond with the basic unit of measurement, namely the week of seven days,
with 1000 year periods for each of the seven days, we can see the following
pattern.

Measuring from Creation
0 – 1000

3000 BC

Adam to Noah

1000 – 2000

2000BC

Abraham

3000

1000BC

David

4000

0

Christ

5000

1000AD

Christian era/Dark Ages

6000

2000AD

Modern era

7000

Millenium

Or as a period three ages, (the number of completion as in the Godhead, patriarchs
etc.) of 2000 (2 is man’s numer) year intervals to the Millennium.
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Christ’s birth is at the watershed, the cusp of history, the turning point and the
pivotal event in God’s plan for the world.

MAN’S TIME
Indeed, we in our society, which, whether people like it not, is/was based on
Judeao/Christian values, measure times in terms of this event, albeit slightly
inaccurately. They may have changed the nomenclature but they are stuck with the
structure.
For thousands of years, we differentiated our years by counting each one from this
date. We talked of AD.. anno domino the years since Christ was born and BC,
Before Christ, ummm before He was born. This present world, that steadfastly
gobbles the bounty of God, yet rejects Him, now calls the years in terms of Before
Common Era and CE. Common Era. They take something special, given by God
and make it common. Oh well…
Not only that, Wikipedia states that “they think” BC meant before Christ but are
not sure. And AD may have meant “After death”. Hello!!!!

HISTORY
And a degree of credibility is established history. Herod is an historical figure and
totally accepted as a real person, albeit not a nice one, although he did accomplish
as lot in terms of the world.
He was known as Herod the Great and was a Roman client king of Judea, of what
was known as the Herodian kingdom. He is known for his colossal building
projects throughout Judea, including his expansion of the Second Temple in
Jerusalem (Herod's Temple), the construction of the port at Caesarea Maritima, the
fortresses at Masada and Herodium.
He has been described as "a madman who murdered his own family and a great
many rabbis", "the evil genius of the Judean nation", who was "prepared to commit
any crime in order to gratify his unbounded ambition.
Half a verse, and yet such wealth of information. At this rate if we don’t hurry
and get on with the story, we will be here until Christmas.
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ZECHARIAH AND ELIZABETH
RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE
But in a completely different world
there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of
Abijah. His wife's name was Elizabeth; she also belonged to a priestly
family.
Luke establishes that Zechariah was of the priestly line. It is important to make this
point as at this stage, because God’s people were are still operating under the “Old
Covenant” where, God deals with His people through the Priests, especially the
High Priests.
Luke 1:6 They both lived good lives in God's sight and obeyed fully all the
Lord's laws and commands.
Luke 1:7 They had no children because Elizabeth could not have any, and
she and Zechariah were both very old.
This was a real shame for them, in both senses of the phrase. It was a pity for them
that they did not have the pleasure and the assurance of a secure old age that
depended on children, but the thought-process of the times stated that barrenness
was the result of sin. Children were only a blessing to the righteous. This was
usually seen as the woman’s fault and that God was punishing her.
But Luke takes pains to establish that they were righteous. I guess God had made
her barren so that He could work a miracle through her that could not be argued
was not from God. We often can’t see the reason for our suffering until we look
back.

HOLY OF HOLIES
Luke 1:8 One day Zechariah was doing his work as a priest in the Temple,
taking his turn in the daily service.
Again this tiny verse holds such a wealth of information.
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These courses for the priest’s service occurred in regular sequence so that the
priests could anticipate their term of service because they did not all live in
Jerusalem. Each priest had two courses plus the Festivals each year and
Zechariah’s courses took place in spring and autumn.
This was calculated from the information established in 1 Chronicles chapters 24
and 27 which lists the courses of the different families.
Zechariah was of the order of Abijah.
1Ch 24:10 the seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah,
Despite his age, Zechariah was still working, so he must have been pretty fit.
Luke 1:9 According to the custom followed by the priests, he was chosen
by lot, to burn incense on the altar. So he went into the Temple of the Lord,
His choice was “random” as it was decided by the casting of lots. We know that
nothing with God is random and God “organised” it for Zechariah to get this gig.
He had to, as Elizabeth had to produce John the Baptist to fulfil the plan God set
out from before the beginning.
Isa 40:1 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
Isa 40:2 Speak lovingly to the heart of Jerusalem, and cry to her that her
warfare is done, that her iniquity is pardoned; for she has received of
Jehovah's hand double for all her sins.
Isa 40:3 The voice of him who cries in the wilderness, Prepare the way of
Jehovah, make straight a highway in the desert for our God.
According to the Priestly ritual and regulations which we won’t go into here, it is a
well-known that Zechariah was in the Holy of Holies alone, probably scared to
death that he might get zapped because he was so close to God. And rightly so. It
had happened before when the Ark was being moved in 2 Samuel 6:1-7 when poor
old Uzzah was struck dead.
2Sa 6:1 Again David gathered every chosen one in Israel, thirty thousand.
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2Sa 6:2 And David arose and went with all the people with him from
beyond Baale of Judah, to bring up the ark of God from there, which is
called by the Name, the Name of Jehovah of Hosts who dwells above the
cherubs.
2Sa 6:3 And they set the ark of God upon a new cart, and brought it out of
the house of Abinadab in Gibeah. And Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of
Abinadab, drove the new cart.
2Sa 6:4 And they brought it out of the house of Abinadab at Gibeah, going
with the ark of God. And Ahio went before the ark.
2Sa 6:5 And David and all the house of Israel were dancing before Jehovah
on all instruments of fir wood, with lyres and with harps, and with
tambourines, and with sistra, and with cymbals.
2Sa 6:6 And when they came to Nachon's threshing-floor, Uzzah reached
out to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen upset it.
2Sa 6:7 And the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Uzzah. And God
struck him there for the error. And he died there by the ark of God.
So it was all pretty scary and on top of that, The Holy of Holies was filled with
smoke and incense swirling around inside the gold walls . Zechariah would have
had a rope tied to his foot so the others could pull him out if he got struck down.
There was no assurance of sinlessness like we have today, so this was a real chance
and apparently had happened in the past.

DAY OF ATONEMENT
His mates were praying for him outside.
Luke 1:10 while the crowd of people outside prayed during the hour when
the incense was burned.
Not only were they praying for Zechariah’s safety but more so that God would
accept the sacrifice and forgive Israel on this majorly important day.
The High Priest only entered the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement. Yom
Kippur,” is the holiest day of the Jewish year. It is the day when Israel offers
sacrifices for the sins of the nation, not only those in their society who were not
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diligent in cleansing their own sin, but for all the sins everyone may have
committed especially those that they were not aware of.
This focus on the sacrifice for sin to cover all people, points to Christ and His very
soon coming sacrifice at Calvary.

It is also a day every year that reveals the High-Priestly work of Yeshua as our
High Priest after the order of Melchizedek
Heb 5:9 And being perfected, He became the Author of eternal salvation
to all those who obey Him,
Heb 5:10 being called by God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek;
Heb 6:19 which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and
steadfast, and which enters into that within the veil,
Heb 6:20 where the Forerunner has entered for us, even Jesus, having
become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek.
It also provides prophetic insight regarding His Second Coming, the
restoration of national Israel, and the final judgment of the world. It is also an
important clue as to the understanding of the correct time of His birth and the link
to the Autumn Festivals of God’s plan, rather than to the Pagan celebration of
Christmas in the middle of winter.

THE ANGEL.
Then to add to Zechariah’s fear,
Luke 1:11 An angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side
of the altar where the incense was burned.
There is significance in telling us that the angel appeared on the right side of the
altar. God does not waste words so there must be something in this.
 The right hand side is the dominant side of our bodies
 Place of honour
 The angel appeared between the altar and the Shewbread (the Bread of the
Presence) which represented Christ.
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 Angel was not between the Zechariah and the altar, so did not block the link
between Zac and God’s presence. The angel was but a servant of God and
not a replacement to be worshipped as so many do today.
 Jesus sits on the right hand of the Father.
It would appear that is was not the Angel of the Lord as there is no definite article
so it was not a manifestation of the Holy Spirit.
This right hand detail is one of the clues that tells us that Luke actually spoke to
Zac.
Luke 1:12 When Zechariah saw him, he was alarmed and felt afraid
I wonder why!!!!!
1:13 But the angel said to him, "Don't be afraid, Zechariah!
All the angels have to say this. Don’t be scared. Boy, it must be something to
actually see an angel in its glory!! We would all be scared, …. at first.

THE ANNOUNCEMENT.
What amazing news was to follow. An answer to all their prayers of all of the last
45 years or so.
God has heard your prayer, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son.
You are to name him John.
Luke 1:14 How glad and happy you will be,
What an understatement
and how happy many others will be when he is born!
And isn’t that so true. Not just Elizabeth and Zechariah, and then Mary and
Joseph, but all the people who have known Christ since this moment. God is the
master of understatement.
Then the revelations.
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Luke 1:15 John will be great in the Lord's sight. He must not drink any wine
or strong drink.
This means John was to be set aside as a Nazarite, men who were set aside for God
Num 6:1 And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying,
Num 6:2 Speak to the sons of Israel, and say to them, When a man or a
woman shall vow a vow, a vow of a Nazarite, to be separated to Jehovah,
Num 6:3 he shall separate from wine and strong drink and shall drink no
vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink; neither shall he drink any liquor
of grapes, nor eat moist grapes or dried.
Num 6:4 All the days of his Nazariteship he shall eat nothing that is made
of the grapevine, from grape seeds even to a stem.
Num 6:5 All the days of his vow to separate, no razor shall come upon his
head. Until all the days are fulfilled in which he separates to Jehovah, he
shall be holy. He shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow.
Num 6:6 All the days that he separates to Jehovah, he shall not come near
any dead body.
Num 6:7 He shall not make himself unclean for his father, or for his
mother, or for his brother, or for his sister, when they die, because his
separation to his God is upon his head.
Num 6:8 All the days of his separation he is holy to Jehovah.
And
From his very birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit,
What a amazing concept but too complicated to examine here.
Luke 1:16 and he will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord
their God.
Luke 1:17 He will go ahead of the Lord, strong and mighty like the prophet
Elijah. He will bring fathers and children together again; he will turn
disobedient people back to the way of thinking of the righteous; he will get
the Lord's people ready for him."
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So an amazing experience. Can you imagine the impact on an old man? He must
have been blown away.
Luke 1:18 Zechariah said to the angel, "How shall I know if this is so? I am
an old man, and my wife is old also."
I don’t blame him for not being able to digest it all in one bite.
Luke 1:19 "I am Gabriel," the angel answered. "I stand in the presence of
God, who sent me to speak to you and tell you this good news.
Gabriel was a messenger of God and his name means "strong man of God". He
was the one who spoke to Mary and to Joseph and, along with Michael, delivered
God’s messages through to Daniel.
Dan 9:21 yes, while I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I
had seen in the vision at the beginning, touched me in my severe
exhaustion, about the time of the evening sacrifice.
Dan 9:22 And he enlightened me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I
have now come out to give you skill and understanding.
Dan 9:23 At the beginning of your prayers the commandment came out,
and I have come to explain. For you are greatly beloved; therefore
understand the matter, and attend to the vision:
Dan 8:15 And it happened when I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision, and
sought for the meaning, then, behold, there stood before me the form of a
man.
Dan 8:16 And I heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai, which called
and said, Gabriel, make this one understand the vision.
No wonder he was annoyed when Zechariah would not believe him. Zac was
educated and a priest and should have known about angels visiting people.
Luke 1:20 But you have not believed my message, which will come true at
the right time. Because you have not believed, you will be unable to speak;
you will remain silent until the day my promise to you comes true."
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But I have always thought that Gabriel was a bit tough. After all, it was a big thing
to accept. But then if Zechariah had not been struck dumb and later healed, would
the others have believed him?

THE OUTCOME
Luke 1:21 In the meantime the people were waiting for Zechariah and
wondering why he was spending such a long time in the Temple.
I bet they were panicking.
Luke 1:22 When he came out, he could not speak to them, and so they
knew that he had seen a vision in the Temple. Unable to say a word, he
made signs to them with his hands.
Luke 1:23 When his period of service in the Temple was over, Zechariah
went back home.
I bet he could not wait to get home and tell Elizabeth… now that must have been a
test of marital communication!!!! , him not being able to speak at all. I guess they
could write. He was probably excited about making the prophesy happen.
Then the simple bland statement
Luke 1:24 Some time later his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and did not
leave the house for five months.
How they must have rejoiced and been anxious all at the same time. What a lot of
thinking and searching the Scriptures they must have done.
I should imagine that the word had gotten around about what has happened in the
Temple and that people would be busting to know if the prophesy had come true. I
bet the locals were watching them like hawks. They did not have the media in
those days but they had the next best thing – gossip, which is actually faster.
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Elizabeth had a lot to work through; there is always a chance of miscarriage and it
was wise to wait before showing the world. By five months there would have been
no doubt.
Luke 1:25 "Now at last the Lord has helped me," she said. "He has taken
away my public disgrace!"
You can imagine her delight not only in the prospect of a baby but a son at that.
She would now be accepted in the community. But the ramifications were
enormous. The Messiah was NOW actually coming. No wonder she took five
months to assimilate it all.

NAMES
Now John was an unusual name for the times and as no name in Scripture is given
that does not have meaning, unlike today, and Biblical names can give us an
understanding of what God is doing.
Zechariah means "Yahweh remembers"... And didn’t He?
Elizabeth means "my God is an oath" or perhaps "my God is abundance".
But more abundance was to come but Elizabeth wasn’t to know that yet.

MARY
Now, the story swings to an obscure young peasant lass of no importance
Luke 1:26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy God sent the angel
Gabriel to a town in Galilee named Nazareth.
Luke 1:27 He had a message for a young woman promised in marriage to a
man named Joseph, who was a descendant of King David
She was just a young kid planning her wedding, gathering her trousseau and
laughing with the other women at the well.
Her name was Mary.
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Now while Gabriel was pretty tough with Zechariah, who should have known
better, he is as gentle as with Mary.

WHO WAS SHE?
While her name is translated Mary, she was known as Miriam. Miriam’s meaning
is a bit obscure but has overtones of rebelliousness, more in terms of standing
against the tide than defiance. This certainly does not fit the traditional picture of a
sweet saintly virgin with a halo around her head.
And obviously this evokes links back to the Miriam of Exodus, who was
“rebellious” enough to go along with her mother as she took the gamble that saved
the baby Moses.
This first Miriam had had the courage to approach The Princess and offer to find a
wet nurse from the Hebrew women, obviously sh her mother. What an amazing
story. Miriam later went on the stand by Moses’ side in the rebellion against the
Egyptians and through the long campaign in the desert. Some of the best stories in
the Bible are about amazingly courageous rebellious young women: Miriam,
Rahab, Ruth, Ester and now Miriam again
This rebelliousness or steadfastness or freedom of thought was what would have
been needed for our Miriam to take on this incredibly challenging task, knowing
the shame and scorn, probable divorce and even the risk of being stoned.
Throughout her life, we see her prepared to rebel against the status quo in her
support of Jesus even to staying by His cross till the bitter end which was no place
for a woman, let alone a mother. Her rebelliousness manifested in what we would
call “guts”.
The name also has the meaning of “wished for child” which is just so telling.
Luke points out, sort of in an after-thought later in his gospel, that Mary, or
Miriam, was from the Tribe of Levy and so of the priestly line, and she was
Elizabeth’s cousin. This is important later.
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Luk 3:24 son of of Matthat, son of of Levi, son of of Melchi, son of of
Janna, son of of Joseph,
Luk 3:25 son of of Mattathias, son of of Amos, son of of Nahum, son of of
Esli, son of of Naggai,
Luk 3:26 son of of Maath, son of of Mattathias, son of of Semei, son of of
Joseph, son of of Juda,
Luk 3:27 son of of Joanna, son of of Rhesa, son of of Zerubbabel, son of of
Shealtiel, son of of Neri,
Luk 3:28 son of of Melchi, son of of Addi, son of of Cosam, son of of
Elmodam, son of of Er,
Luk 3:29 son of of Joses, son of of Eliezer, son of of Jorum, son of of
Matthat, son of of Levi,
Luk 3:30 son of of Simeon, son of of Juda, son of of Joseph, son of of Jonan,
son of of Eliakim,
Luk 3:31 son of of Melea, the son of Menan, son of of Mattatha, son of of
Nathan, son of of David,
Luk 3:32 son of of Jesse, son of of Obed, son of of Boaz, son of of Salma,
son of of Nahshon,
Luk 3:33 son of of Amminadab, son of of Ram, son of of Hezron, son of of
Pharez, son of of Judah,
Luk 3:34 son of of Jacob, son of of Isaac, son of of Abraham, son of of
Terah, son of of Nahor,
Luk 3:35 son of of Serug, son of of Reu, son of of Peleg, son of of Eber, son
of of Shelah,
Luk 3:36 son of of Cainan, son of of Arphaxad, son of of Shem, son of of
Noah, son of of Lamech,
Luk 3:37 son of of Methuselah, son of of Enoch, son of of Jared, son of of
Mahalaleel, son of of Cainan,
Luk 3:38 son of of Enos, son of of Seth, son of of Adam, son of of God.

who was a descendant of King David
Here we learn that Joseph is of the Tribe of Judah and of the kingly line of David
from which the Messiah had to come.
God, here, establishes that Jesus was born as King from David and priest from
Levi, but not only priest but High Priest. This is vital.
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THE MESSAGE
Luke 1:28 The angel came to her and said, "Peace be with you!
There we are, again, the reassurance of safety.
The Lord is with you and has greatly blessed you!"
But Mary was jumping ahead wondering what was coming. I mean Angels don’t
usually bring good news or have a reputation for being big cuddly bears.
Luke 1:29 Mary was deeply troubled by the angel's message, and she
wondered what his words meant.
Obviously, she showed this fear. Again another reassurance of safety.
Luke 1:30 The angel said to her, "Don't be afraid, Mary; God has been
gracious to you.
How loving and understanding. Then he goes on to tell her the “Good News”,
good news for us but a two edged sword for her.
Luke 1:31 You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and you will
name him Jesus.
Luke 1:32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High God.
The Lord God will make him a king, as his ancestor David was,
Luke 1:33 and he will be the king of the descendants of Jacob forever; his
kingdom will never end!"
So while Gabriel is waffling on with all the good stuff from his point of view Mary
is focused on the here and now.
So many questions. What will Joseph say? What will Mum say? What will the
village say? What will the priest say? What will they do?
Oh no. How?

VIRGIN BIRTH.
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Luke 1:34 Mary said to the angel, "I am a virgin. How, then, can this be?"
This point is vitally important as it must fulfil the prophesy
Isaiah 7:14 (KJV) Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold,
a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,
Virgin birth is not restricted to Mary. This process is called parthenogenesis and is
a type of asexual reproduction in which the offspring develops from an egg
unfertilized by male sperm. It is particularly common amongst arthropods and
rotifers, can also be found in some species of fish, amphibians, birds, and reptiles,
but not in mammals. The offspring is always female.
However, there have been some documented “virgin” births in humans throughout
history which can be substantiated medically as the mother can have had no
physical contact with a man, But again, the child is always a girl.
There are simple medical explanations for how this this occurs, albeit totally
rarely, so the fact that Jesus is a boy really is something miraculous.
An interesting theory associated with this event is that “sin”/ the propensity to sin,
whatever you want to call, it is carried in the male genes that each one of us have.
In other words sin or our propensity to sin is carried via males.
1Co 15:22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all will be made alive.
Rom 5:12 Therefore, even as through one man sin entered into the world,
and death by sin, and so death passed on all men inasmuch as all sinned:
So Jesus, having no human father, was born without this sin….. Interesting
thought. Makes one rethink “Original Sin” concept.

SUPPORT NETWORK
So back to the How!!!!!
Luke 1:35 The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come on you, and
God's power will rest upon you.
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Right!!!!!
For this reason the holy child will be called the Son of God.
Right!!!!!
Then, in God’s loving way to the simple folk, He had prepared a support network
for her. Zechariah was educated and should have known that angels do exist, that
they visit men, that the Messiah had to come. A greater level of acceptance was
expected of him than from a simple country girl
Luke 1:36 Remember your relative Elizabeth. It is said that she cannot have
children, but she herself is now six months pregnant, even though she is
very old.
Luke 1:37 For there is nothing that God cannot do."
God usually gives a sign before He does something momentous and usually a sign
that is easily understood. Mary knew Elizabeth’s story of tragedy. She also knew
her Scripture, being a Levite. She knew that the Messiah was to come and that He
would be born of a virgin.
Well, someone had to actually do it. Someone had to be the most blessed woman in
Israel, indeed in the world.
Oh well, if it has be then it might as well be me. She agreed.
Luke 1:38 "I am the Lord's servant," said Mary; "may it happen to me as
you have said." And the angel left her.
She did have a choice, you know. They probably could have found someone else.
But then Gabriel didn’t say “I will give your three choices”. He said “You will”
So I guess the deed happened pretty quickly, whatever that was, and she would
have known within a few weeks. She would need support, so Elizabeth was her
obvious choice. She was family, an older woman who knew the Scriptures, trusted

39

God and in a similar position as Mary. And best of all, she lived a long way from
Mary’s home in Nazareth.
It would have been too dangerous and too hard to stay at home. Mary would be
seen as a fallen woman, a harlot, even a prostitute and entitled to be subject to all
sorts of victimisation from knowing looks to divorce and stoning.
Luke 1:39 Soon afterward Mary got ready and hurried off to a town in the
hill country of Judea.
It was a long journey in those days, on foot, a woman, alone I guess.
Luke 1:40 She went into Zechariah's house and greeted Elizabeth.
Can you imagine her relief when she saw Elizabeth and that she WAS pregnant?
Had Mary even told her she was coming. I bet she hadn’t told her she was
pregnant.
But the biggest surprise/relief was for Elizabeth.
Luke 1:41 When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby moved within
her. Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit
Luke 1:42 and said in a loud voice, "You are the most blessed of all women,
and blessed is the infant in your womb!
Luke 1:43 Why should this great thing happen to me, that my Lord's
mother comes to visit me?
Luke 1:44 For as soon as I heard your greeting, the baby within me jumped
with gladness.
This event carries interesting gynaecological questions as to how much a foetus
can perceive. We know now that there is some cortical activity in a foetus by 30
weeks, but how did John recognise Jesus? These babies were very special and
different. I bet Luke, as a Doctor, would have been totally intrigued by this event.
Luke 1:45 How happy you are to believe that the Lord's message to you will
come true!"
I would have said amazing!!!!!
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MAGNIFICAT.
So, then we come to one of the most poetic pieces in Scripture. We must read in
the King James as no other version does it justice. I can remember, as a teenager at
Evensong in the Anglican Church, they read or sang this section every service.
They called it the Magnificat because that is the first word of this section of the
Bible in the Latin versions. Even then, it provoked me to wonder on so many
levels, the poetry, it’s content which said so much about Jesus, the monumental
thing that Mary took on and the fact that she about the same age as I was at the
time.
The Magnificat is the subject of magnificent music by Bach and Monteverdi and
Vivaldi, Rachmaninoff and even John Rutter.
Luke 1:46 And Mary said,
My soul doth magnify the Lord,
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, from
henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation to generation.
He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low
degree.
He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty
away.
He hath holpen (helped or received again) his servant Israel, in
remembrance of his mercy;
As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever.
Wow!!!! This from a 12-15 year old Jewish country girl, one of the deepest, most
beautiful summaries of God’s work with man. She sure was filled by/with the
Spirit.
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It is too beautiful to analyse word for word but one of the great things that is
revealed, totally obviously by the Holy Spirit, is the contrast between the values of
their world, and much more so, our world, and those of this baby.
We see the immediate contrast between God’s dealings with simple folk and the
rich and haughty.
Luke 1:56 Mary stayed about three months with Elizabeth and then went
back home.

CUPS OF TEA.
Can you imagine how many cups of tea they would have had and the in-depth
discussions of Scripture? Was Zac involved in these? Well, he couldn’t talk so
that would have been hard but I bet he was interested. How gracious is the Lord to
give protection and support like this to a simple young girl putting herself at such
risk, but then that is how God works.

JOHN’S BIRTH
Then we see John born and of course everyone was delighted, amazed, scared……
Luk 1:57 And the time was fulfilled to Elizabeth for her to bear. And she
bore a son.
Luk 1:58 And her neighbours and her kinsfolk heard how the Lord had
magnified His mercy with her, and they rejoiced with her.
I bet they thought all their Christmases had come at once!!
They followed the rituals associated with the birth of a boy
Luk 1:59 And it happened that on the eighth day they came to circumcise
the child,
and were calling it Zacharias, after his father's name.
Luk 1:60 And his mother answered and said, No, but he shall be called
John.
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A woman stood up to them to obey God!! This was the beginning of God’s new
way of giving women an equal place in His kingdom as Jesus was to show.
Luk 1:61 And they said to her, There is none of your kindred that is called
by this name.
Zachariah was dumb and so it seems “they” thought he was unclean because he
had been struck down by God (which he was) and so was excluded from all
religious interactions. Or else they may have thought he may have taken on a
demon. Either way the right of naming the boy was taken from him.
Still they can’t take the word of a woman so
Luk 1:62 And they made signs to his father as to how he would have him
called.
Luk 1:63 And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, saying, His name is
John. And they all marvelled.
And, of course, Zac was able to speak again.
Luk 1:64 And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosened.
And he spoke and praised God.
Luk 1:65 And fear came on all who lived all around them. And all these
things were talked about throughout all the hill country of Judea.
Luk 1:66 And all those who heard laid them up in their hearts, saying, What
kind of child shall this be! And the hand of the Lord was with him.
God, then, through Zechariah reiterates His promises to Israel and His redemption
of His people.
Luk 1:67 And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and
prophesied, saying,
Luk 1:68 Blessed is the Lord, the God of Israel, for He has visited and
redeemed His people
Luk 1:69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of His
servant David,
Luk 1:70 as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from eternity;
Luk 1:71 that we should be saved from our enemies and from the hand of
all who hate us,
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Luk 1:72 to perform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember
His holy covenant,
Luk 1:73 the oath which He swore to our father Abraham,
Luk 1:74 that He would grant to us, that we, being delivered out of the
hand of our enemies, might serve Him without fear
Luk 1:75 in holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life.
but now it applied to individuals as well.
Luk 1:76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Highest, for you
shall go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways,
Luk 1:77 to give knowledge of salvation to His people by the remission of
their sins,
Luk 1:78 through the tender mercy of our God; by which the Dayspring
from on high has visited us,
Luk 1:79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of
death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Luk 1:80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit and was in the
deserts until the day of his showing to Israel.

MARRIAGE
Luke 1:56 Mary stayed about three months with Elizabeth and then went
back home.
I think Joseph must have come at this stage to marry her because there is no way
she would be safe going back home to Nazareth. Matthew gives us more
background to this. The literal translation say she went “to her own house” which
to me means that she moved into her own place as a married woman under the
protection of Joseph.
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And we will tell the story from then on later.

CONCLUSION
Nothing happens in this world without preparation.
God’s preparation took 3000 years and only He knows how long before that, but
then they don’t have years in His heavenly realm. God’s preparation involved
thousand, if not millions of people as He used the whole history of Israel to show
His love and His plan for His people and indeed all the people of the earth. Big
stuff.
Yet He chose simple folk to bring about the most amazing event in History, the
event which established our measurement of time, that showed His love to the
world, that gave every single person on this earth and who has ever been on this
earth, relief from sin, He gave them acceptance, love, safety, a purpose, inner
peace. If they choose it.
Next time we will look further at some of these simple folk and this simple most
beautiful story.
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